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Welcome to God’s House 
 

Welcome home!  On this first weekend back after a lengthy “quarantine” we celebrate 

Jesus’ ascension into heaven. We stand with the disciples to gaze into the sky at our 

ascending Lord and we witness the opposite of what we celebrated at Christmas …the 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords returns to his throne in heaven. Jesus’ ascension reminds 

us that someday he will return to bring us home to heaven.  

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 
Opening Hymn                  A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing    CW #171:1-3 
 
A hymn of glory let us sing! New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod, ascends unto the throne of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
The holy apostolic band upon the Mount of Olives stand, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

And with his followers they see their Lord ascend in majesty. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
To them the shining angels cry, “Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

“This is the Savior,” thus they say. “This is his glorious triumph day.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
Greeting 
 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy  
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Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 
 
Dialogue for the Ascension               selected verses from the Psalms 
 
M: I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

C: Let us go to the house of the Lord.  
 
M: How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty. 

C: My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord.  
 
M: Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights above. 

C: Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
 
M: How majestic is the Lord’s name in all the earth! 

C: He has set his glory above the heavens. 
 
M: For the Lord is the Most High over all the earth. 

C: He is exalted far above all gods. 
 
M: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 

C: God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. 
 
M: The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble. 

C: He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake. 
 
M: The throne of our God will last forever and ever. 

C: A scepter of justice will be the scepter of his kingdom. 
 
M: Praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted. 

C: His splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 
 
M: Blessed are those who dwell in your house. 

C: They are ever praising you. 

 
 
Hymn of Praise            A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing   CW #171:6 
 
C:  ♫    O risen Christ, ascended Lord, all praise to you let earth accord. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, with Father and with Spirit one. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 



Prayer of the Day 
 
M:  Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at 

God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the 

Spirit of truth that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses 

in all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

                   
 
Scripture Lesson                                   Acts 1:1-11 
 
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 

to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and 

gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of 

forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating 

with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 

Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, 

but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 

own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 

sight. 
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand 

here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 

will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
 
M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
after the reading, the congregation sings: 
 
C:  ♫    Hail the day that sees him rise to his throne above the skies!                       



Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, reascends his native heaven.  
 
There the glorious triumph waits: lift your heads, eternal gates.  

He has conquered death and sin; take the King of glory in! 

 
 
Scripture Lesson                                  Ephesians 1:16-23 
 
16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep 

asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit 

of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of 

your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 

called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 

incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty 

strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 

every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 
22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything 

for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

 

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
after the reading, the congregation sings: 
 

C:  ♫    See, the heav’n its Lord receives, yet he loves the earth he leaves; 

Though returning to his throne, still he calls mankind his own. 
 

See, he lifts his hands above; see, he shows the prints of love. 

Hark! His gracious lips bestow blessings on his Church below. 

 
 
Gospel          Luke 24:44-53 
 
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 

fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, 

“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you  



what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power 

from on high.” 
50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed  

them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then 

they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed 

continually at the temple, praising God. 

 

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 
 
Hymn of the Day               On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build   CW #173 
 
On Christ’s ascension I now build the hope of my ascension. 

This hope alone has always stilled all doubt and apprehension; 

For where the head is, there as well I know his members are to dwell 

When Christ shall come and call them. 
 
Since Christ returned to claim his throne, great gifts for me obtaining, 

My heart shall rest in him alone, no other rest remaining, 

For where my treasure went before, there all my thoughts shall ever soar 

To still their deepest yearning. 
 
Oh, grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, recalling your ascension, 

That I may serve you faithfully, adorning your redemption; 

And then, when all my days will cease, let me depart in joy and peace 

In answer to my pleading. 

 
 
Sermon                   

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 



into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the  

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Offering                    

       
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
M: Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s majesty, power, and 

glory and now reign as eternal King of kings and Lord of lords. 

C: We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. 
 
M: O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the precious gospel message 

of God’s love for all the world. 

C: Give courage to our hearts, power to our words, and success to our efforts. 
 
M: O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his own dear children 

and heirs. Defend us against Satan’s every accusation. Ask for the Father’s rich 

blessings in our everyday lives. 

C: Plead for his mercy and grace on our behalf. 
 
M: O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and nations that they may serve 

the best interest of your Church. 

C: You are our Lord, Master, and King. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayers 
 
M: As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so lift our eyes daily to 

look for your coming again in glory. 

C: Lord Jesus, come quickly.  Amen. 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

 
 



Benediction 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn         Crown Him with Many Crowns   CW #341:1, 2, 4 
 
Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 

And hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
 
Crown him the Lord of love—behold his hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 

No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bends his wond’ring eye at mysteries so bright. 
 
Crown him the Lord of heav’n, enthroned in worlds above; 

Crown him the King to whom is giv’n the wondrous name of Love. 

Crown him with many crowns as thrones before him fall; 

Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns for he is King of all. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



This Week at Zion 
 

 Today:   7:30 / 9:00 a.m. Worship  
   
 Mon:          Memorial Day 
 
 Wed:   7:00 p.m.    Catechism instructions – 7th grade 

      7:00 p.m.    VBS Day Camp teacher meeting  
  
 Thu:    7:00 p.m.    Worship with Holy Communion 
 
 Sun:    7:30 / 9:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
 
 Hymns next week:   183, 272,  176, 188,  181 Psalm: 51 
 
Welcome Back!   On this Ascension weekend, Jesus returned home to heaven. This 

weekend, we welcome you back to your church home for the first time since March 15th. 

For the time being, you’ll notice some major changes, but we ask for your patience as we 

adjust to the new ways. For more information, please refer to the congregational update 

that was emailed on Wednesday and copied again at the end of these announcements.  
 
Just a reminder that since we need to wipe down the chairs between services, we would 

ask that you exit the building after the service. As much as everyone would love to mingle 

and catch up with everyone else, please do so like we used to do it many years 

ago….outside.  
 
Thank you once again to the people who played a part in the worship videos for the past 

couple months and some who will continue to do so for the near future: Bonnie Herman, 

Kyra Herman, Alyce Herman, Keith Herman, Mallory Lindert, Christa Musack, Lily Musack, 

Anna Bode, Tierney Herman, Barb Pamperin, Vicki Bartelt and Steve Galleske.  
 
In Our Prayers   Betty Nickel, who broke her leg last week and now is receiving rehab at 

her daughter’s home; Theresa Ehlers, who is battling cancer; Sandy Justman’s sister, who 

is receiving treatment for cancer at Froedtert Hospital in Milwaukee; and all of our 

members who are in long term care facilities where they are still not allowed any visitors.  
 
Memorial Day Observance   There will be a brief Memorial Day observance in our 

cemetery after the late service this Sunday (May 24th). Originally called Decoration Day, 

we remember with gratitude and respect all those who have died serving in 

America’s armed forces. It’s also an opportunity to thank God for all the 

uniformed men and women who sacrifice and serve in our US armed forces today. The 

Allenton Legion will be on the west side of the cemetery at 10:15 a.m. Please gather 

there by 10:10.  



 
Please pick up the new Meditations booklet on the cabinets in the entryway – they start 

next Sunday and they’re going fast. Copies of the May Forward in Christ and past bulletins 

are there as well. If you’re looking for church newsletters, there hasn’t been enough 

news the past two months to fill up a newsletter, but there will be a June – July edition 

out next weekend.  
 
Large Print Bulletins   If you would prefer a large-print bulletin, they are available on the 

table near the exit door in the fellowship hall.  
 
Summer Worship Schedule   For those who cannot worship on Sundays, we have a year-

round worship service on Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m. Plan your week accordingly and 

join us. If you can’t make either, either call the church office for area churches which 

offer different days and times for services or log onto www.wels.net, click on the “church 

locator” in the upper right-hand corner, and follow the directions to find a church near 

you.  
 
Check Your Church Mailboxes   Our church secretary, Janet Salzman, is going through our 

membership records to make sure everything is up to date. To do that, you might find a 

membership update sheet in your church mailbox. Please take a minute to complete the 

information and put it in her mailbox (top row, left side). Thank you! 
 
We thank our organists this weekend: Barb Olsen on Thursday and Bea Pamperin on 

Sunday.  
 
The flowers on the altar this weekend were placed to God’s glory by the Tony & Jana 

Bruger family on the occasion of Kiki’s 18th birthday. Additional chancel flowers are from 

the Larry Krajcik family in his memory.  
 
Flower Calendar   Looking at the flower calendar, there are plenty of opportunities to 

sign up to remember a loved one or to celebrate a special occasion in your life. Simply 

write your name (AND the occasion…you have to write small) on the date you would like 

to sponsor the flowers and after the second Sunday worship service you’re welcome to 

take them home to enjoy.  
 
Lost ‘n Found   There are a number of items that have been left at church and have 

remained unclaimed. You’ll find everything in the top center of the church mailboxes.  
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Dear members of Zion,  

 

One of the things that churches do is worship together. In the early church, we hear it 

again and again: “And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42). Gathering around 

Word and Sacrament is just what we do. Through these means of grace, God forgives our 

sins, strengthens our faith in Jesus, and encourages us on the way to heaven.  

 

Now that we have the opportunity to worship together, our Council has decided that we 

will do so starting this weekend, May 21st and 24th. Please note that since it’s Memorial 

Day weekend, we are starting our summer schedule: 

 

 Thursdays at 7 p.m.  

 Sunday at 7:30 a.m. 

 Sunday at 9 a.m.  

 

Out of an abundance of care and concern for all of our members, we will worship in the 

safest possible ways. That includes: 

 

 We will be worshiping in the fellowship hall to allow for proper social distancing 

and additional spacing between family units. The recommended number is 

approximately 50. If the need arises, we will consider adding another worship 

service to allow for smaller numbers per service. 
 

 Facemasks and gloves will be made available and it will be clear members are free 

to use them/not use them at their discretion. 
 

 Bulletins will be available for all. You are encouraged to take them home or recycle 

them as they will not be used again.  
 

 Offering plates will not be passed; they will be placed at the entrance / exit.  
 

 Sanitation stations will be available. After each service, all chairs will be wiped 

down. 
 

 No handshakes / hugs, please. If you would like to “fellowship,” please do so 

outside with plenty of space between.  
 

 Use your common sense. If sick or you think you’re sick, stay home. If you’re in a 

high risk category, consider staying home.  



It goes without saying in a Christian congregation, but we ask you to be respectful of 

those who choose to continue to worship at home and of those who wish to worship in 

person. That’s one way we show our love for our Savior and our neighbor.  

 

While we will be offering public worship, we recognize that many will still feel safer at 

home for their own health reasons or for the health of others. As such, we will still offer 

an online taping of our worship services so you can worship at home.  

 

God bless and keep you.   

 

Pastor Bode 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


